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‘Preface

within the boundaries of McDonoughCounty, Illinois are
more than a hundred cemeteries and gravesites ranging in size
from a single burial site to the expansize OakwoodCemetery at
Macomb. Within these cemeteries are the remains of an esti
mated h0,000 individuals whohave died since the first settler
arrived here over 150 years ago. Graves of countless others
are scattered over the countryside of McDonoughCounty; but,"
exact sites of manyof these resting places are no longer
knownfor various reasons. During the early days of this
county, there were obviously no central burial grounds; thus,
a pioneer family having the misfortune of losing one of‘it’s.
membersplaced the deceased in a grave on»a family homestead
and erected a makeshift marker. A number of these family bur
ial grounds later becamepublic cemeteries, however, many of
the grave sites soon became "lost".' Crude woodenmarkers or
a hand engraved stone soon succumbed to the elements and were
never replaced; scores of families movedfurther west-after
staying in this area only a short time and the gravesites of
their loved ones shortly becameinsignificant moundsof earth;
a numberof families passing through this vicinity suffered ‘
individual losses. A prime exampleof the latter is contain
ed in a history-of Bethel Township. In l830, four children of.
an emigrant family died while enroute through McDonoughCounty.
They were buried near their places of death which occured about
two miles southwest of Fandon. All traces of those graves have
long been gone. During the sumer of 1834, a widowlady diedt.

.at her homein northern Tennessee Township. Her coffin of
dressed walnut lumber was built by a local cabinet maker and ‘
she was buried in the timber near her home. Within a few years,
no evidence remained to indicate the presence of her final rest
ing place. A family who created an excellent farm from the
prairies a few miles north of Macomb,maintained a fenced fame
ily burial site for several years. This cemetery contained the
graves of about 12 former family members. During the early

. 1900's, the farm changed ownership. Shortly thereafter, the
new owner removed all the stones, took downthe fence,_and this
graveyard becamepart of a cornfield. These.are only three of
the countless incidents involving the total disappearance of
burial sites. At this time, it is impossible to determine the
locations of hundreds of individual's graves in this county.

Vandalismis responsible for the destruction of many grave
stones. .Countlessmarkers have been partially or totally de
stroyed. Inscriptions have been obliterated by shotgun blasts,
stones have been broken into dozens of pieces, and some markers
have been entirely removedfrom their original locations.

While weather-wear and vandalism.accounts for most of the
destruction of individual tombstones, neglect is directly re
sponsible for the eventual deterioration of graveyards.. Sever
al local cemeteries have had no protective fencing for a number
of years and the grounds have becomegrazing land for livestock.
Groundhogs and other burrowing animals have undermined large
portions of various cemeteries. Someareas are nearly invis
ible because of massive growths of weeds and brush. Stones
have fallen, broken, and becomecompletely covered with soil
and debris. ' “
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The overall conditions of our county cemeteries is a
pathetic case. While somegrounds are well maintained, or at
least partially keptaup by various families, manyhave been
totally forgotten. This situation is appalling and should
never have comeabout. Apparently, lack of time, expense, and
most of all regard has brought about the present—day poor conditions of manyof our rural cemeteries.

Genealogical notes accompanyingthe various cemetery list
ings were prepared from.a wide variety of sources including:
Local area history books and atlases; newspaperfiles; county,
state, and federal archives; family histories. Thesenotes were
collected at randomfrom readily available sources and little,
or no_attempts were made to_search for material for more com
plete genealogies.» These notes are presented only for the pur
poses of identification and/or clarification. 2 ' A

Every attempt has been made to present complete and
accurate information. Readers will find errors and omissions.
Others will not agree with ppprtions of myfindings; however,
no information contained herein_is based soley-on assumption or
guesswork. It must be rememberedthat this information has been
prepared for use only as a tool for further research and that
nothing must be taken as final and absolute.

The larger cemeteries contained in these volumes are
accompanied by grave location charts. These charts in no way
are intended to represent any professionally prepared plat or
survey that mayeXist.v Their.preparation and presentation are
soley for general location purposes. a.

whengopying inscriptions from grave markers,‘ it is some
times impossible to read someportions of the engraving. ‘Names,
dates, ages, etc. that were found to be unclear or totally
missing are indicated by the use of question marks or dashes,
i.e., SPECER,James T., infant son of ?J.B. & S.J.?' d. -—~~-gt3

age —e———.The letters or numbers enclosed in parenthesis
following the inscription, indicate general location as indi—
cated on-the accompanying chart. T

Abbreviations used are as follows:
b. born _ » m. months
Cav., Cavalry - md. married
Co. County/Company A sec. section
d. ,died/days twp. township
dau. daughter ’ A -T ' . y. years
Inf; Infantry TV - -,,.v»

Time and space prohibits proper recognition for all those
individuals whogave assistance in preparing and publishing
these volumes. Deep and sincere appreciation is extended to
all concerned, especially to the following: Myparents, Mr.
and Mrs. Lloyd Lester, and my wife, Rose; and to Mrs. Lavina _
Walton and other membersof the Schuyler County Historical and
Genealogical Society for printing and binding the finished
product.. Thank you. ~ V

Duane Lester

s by us; Lxanm) ii
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.HISTORICAL and GENEALOGICALMISCELLANY 1826 - 1976

MCDONOUGHCOUNTY, ILLINOIS

VolumesI thru XVII are entitled, Rural Cemeteries,
‘and included maps, charts, inscriptions and genealogical
notes on a total of 84 cemeteries and gravesites. Each
volume is soft-bound and contains 50-60 pages. Descriptions
of volumes I thru XVII are as follows:

No,

«I

II

III

IV

VI

VII

VIII

Contents

Sevencemeteries/gravesites located in Industry
and Eldorado Townships. Included are: Chockley,
Peak, Standard, Springer, Vail, Vance and Wilhelm.

Nine cemeteries located in Bethel and Industry
Townships. Included are: Clayton, Doddsville,
Pennington, Pioneer, Pruitt, Stoneking # 1,
Stoneking # 2, Vawter and Willey.

Four cemeteries located in Bethel and Lamoine
Townships. Included are: Dunkard, Friend, Old
Plymouth and Scott.

Four cemeteries located in Lamoine and Tennessee
Townships. Included are: Hills Grove, Hutchin
son, King and Rice.

Seven cemeteries/gravesites located in Bethel
and Chalmers Townships. Included are: Archer
Bethel, Baptist, Bowlin—Wayland,Gibson, Miler;
Strader-Nankivel and Waymack.

Three cemeteries located in Bethel, Industry,
and Scotland Townships. Included are: Camp
Creek, Craig and Rigg.

Three cemeteries located in NewSalem and Eldorado
Townships. Included are: Dailey, Pennington
Point and Miles. *

Twocemeteries located in Eldorado Township._
Included_are: lmrris and Foster Point. ‘



IX

XI

»XII

XXIII

XIV

XV

XVI

XVII

Three cemeteries located in Moundand NewSalem
Townships. Included are: Clark—Evans, Mound
M. E. , and Upper Mound.

Five cemeteries located in Emmet, Macomb,Scot
land and Chalmers Township. Included are: .
Bailey, County Farm, Old Catholic, Old Macomb
and Simpson. . «

Seven cemeteries located in Colchester and
Chalmers Townships. Included are: Barber, Bean,
Lower Neece, Moore, Murray and Stevens.

Five cemeteries located in Hire and EmmetTown
ships. Included are: Argyle, Atkinson,
Guy, Post-Shippey and Simmons.

Five cemeteries located in Tennessee and Hire
Townships. Included are: Catholic, Central,
Friendship, Pope and White.

Six cemeteries located in Hire and Blandinsville
Townships. Included are: Duncan, Hays, Huff,Liberty, South and Wilson. ‘

Four cemeteries located in EmmetTownship.
Included are: Head, Spring Creek, Stickle and
Walker 0

Seven cemeteries located in Sciota and Walnut
Grove Townships. Included are: Beckelhymer,
Hamilton, Hickory Grove, Larkins, Lynn Grove,"Old Prairie City and Pearce.

Four cemeteries located in Blandinsville Town-~
ship. Included are: Hillsborough, Mustain, Old
Bedford and Wesley Chapel.

Price per single volume: 5 5 00

\





CORRECTICNS

Volume II —- Page 15 V .V.
MCLAIN: Mary Ann, wife of James; (change to) born in_Mo V

mouth co., New Jersey; maiden name DEY. I

Volume VII ——Page 45 - »
WOODS:James Bird, son of Dan'l and Jemima (change to) HflMME*

not HANNER Woods. ~ .

Volume VII ——Page 49 b 4_,;
MILES: Martin......change Betsy (Mrs. Elisha Deach

(Mrs. Elisha Keach). ..'

Volume IX ——Page V v- _. . ~.,,1¢
Change Section 8 to Section 3 NewSalem_Township.,%

Volume XI ——Page 8
Change LOWERMAN,John to LOWDERMAN,John.

Volume XII --.Page 3 I; ;b; 5:
Change GALE, Melvina N. to CALVERT,Melvina N;

A

‘e



l3_AI\H{S,cmasiaay

Location:’ Section 30, Hire Township; on the old VandiverQBanksfarm. ‘ ‘

Remarks: The graveyard is located at the.edge ofya plowed field;
it's completely fenced; the grounds are pretty brushy, but all

. the stones but one areficompletely‘readable—~mo5t are standing"
upright. 4,w~- , «-.9“.

BANK:
Amanda S.; d. Sep 26, 1860; age 19y 6m 28d.
Vandiver; d. Jun 26, 1876; age 72y 2m 10d.
Loraner A., wife of Vandiver; d. Mar 9. 1887; age 81y 1m 25d.
Marcisa K., dau of V. & L. A.; d. Jan 3, 1847; age 3y 6m 14d.
George W., son of V. & L. A.: d. Mar 4, 1844; age 5y 29d.
John F.: d. Nov 3, 1854; age 23y 6m 8d.

(One stone is broken and totally unreadable; however, the
footstone contains the initials "M.J. B.": probably another
child of V. & L. A.)

FOLTS:
Nancy Ellen, wife of W. A.; d. Dec 3, 1863; age 30y 4m 18d.V99SonOfW4A; &NuEn:doOct141 age

29d.
William A., son of W. A. & N. E.; d. Dec 9, 1863; age 11d.

MASSIE:
Thomas; d. Dec 31, 1871; age 89y 8m 28d.

PILE:
Willmuth Jane: d. Nov 16, 1870; age 27y 7m.

Genealogical Notes

BANKS: Vandever Banks was among the early settlers of Hire town
ship, locating there in 1836. He entered the south—westquar
ter of section 30, and immediately erected a house thereon, and
soon afterward purchased other land. He was successful in all
his undertakings, and at the time of his death had acquired con
siderable property.

Vandever Bank/Banks was born in Adair county, Ky., April 16,
1804: son of Vandever and Elizabeth (Walford) Bank/Banks, the
former a native of Maryland, the latter was a Virginian by birth.
He was married to Loraner A. Sharpe August 31. 1826. During his
early life he workedat the carpenter trade. ‘

Eleven children have been born to Iandever &Loraner A., five
of whomwere living in 1885-Elizabeth W., wife of ThomasMassie,
of Hancock county: Sarah M., wife of John M. Lyon, deceased. now
residing on section 30, Hire township; James C., Millard T. and



BANKS (Continued)
Job V., all residents of Hire. The death of Vandever Banks
occurred June 26, 1876,“after'an illness of some six months

Ndgration, and was caused by a_c&ncerous affliction of the
“stomach; ’ ‘" “ ‘ " ‘ ‘ ‘ ’ *

Notes, Corrections, Additions; and Changes

(NOTE1~Vandiver-Qvandever‘and.Bank~—Banks-spelled both ways inthis write-up.) * T’ '
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